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Bill Type and Number:   Ordinance 2013-1
Sponsor: Council Member Yarborough;
Date of Introduction: June 8, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R; F; RCD
Date of Analysis: June 11, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation; Agreement Approval
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates $44,260 from the Council District 1 Autumn Bond Funds account to the Tree Hill Boardwalk account for the extension of the Tree Hill boardwalk and installation of the nature trail; the ordinance approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute an Agreement between the City and Tree Hill, Inc. for Program Management Services for the purpose of extending the boardwalk; invokes the exception of Section 126.107 (G), Ordinance Code,  to award the Professional Services Agreement to Tree Hill, Inc.,. for management and oversight of the construction.
Background Information: Tree Hill Nature Center is located at 7152 Lone Star Road, in Council District 1.
The proposed project will consist of a 500 linear foot boardwalk to connect the Tree Hill main entrance with the Joseph A. Strasser Amphitheater.  Tree Hill has been serving Duval County for our forty years.  It main mission revolves around education, conservation and awareness.  The Center believes that by providing educational programs to the Duval County School District and allowing access to preserve lands, Tree Hill fosters stewardship for the environment.  In 2001, Tree Hill purchased a 10-acre site adjacent to the main center.  The property was formerly a horse stable.  Tree Hill constructed a 225 seat amphitheater, parking area, community garden and nature trail.  Currently it is not feasible for visitors to visit Tree Hill sites without walking on the sidewalk next to Lone Star road.  For liability reasons, Tree Hill cannot allow groups of students to walk along Lone Star Road.  Construction of the boardwalk alleviates that problem.

Policy Impact: Nature conservation/Duval County Public Schools/Tree Hill
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $44,260.00.
Analyst: Jackson
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